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Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Kazakhstan


Draft

CONCEPT NOTE
Fifth Consultation on the 
Preparation for the Regional Environment Summit 2026
«Accelerating Regional Climate Action:
Towards the 2026 Regional Environment Summit»
Date: June 20, 2025
Time: 15:00-16:15
Venue: Bonn, Germany (within the framework of UNFCCC SB62)
Format: In-person, with online streaming
Languages: Russian / English (simultaneous interpretation)

General Overview
In 2026, the Republic of Kazakhstan will host the Regional Environmental Summit (RES 2026) — a key regional platform for aligning the approaches of Central Asian countries to climate change. The Summit will bring together the scientific, political, and financial dimensions of the climate agenda and will be convened with broad support from international organizations and partners.
The Summit will enable Central Asia to establish a unified regional voice in global climate processes, strengthen climate diplomacy, and advance transformational sustainable development projects across the region.
The Fifth Consultation, organized on the margins of the 62nd session of the UNFCCC Subsidiary Bodies (SB62) in Bonn, will represent a critical milestone in the preparatory process. It will offer Central Asian countries an opportunity to present national and regional climate actions, exchange experiences in strategy implementation, and outline key priorities for RES 2026. The Consultation also aims to deepen cooperation with international organizations and the scientific community.
The Fifth Consultation builds upon a series of regional dialogues held throughout 2025:
· 13 March 2025 – First Consultation (Almaty, Kazakhstan): introduced the Summit concept and marked the launch of the preparatory process;
· 5 April 2025 – Second Consultation (Samarkand, Uzbekistan): focused on strengthening regional cooperation and was held as a high-level dialogue involving the heads of environmental agencies from Central Asian countries;
· 14 May 2025 – Third Consultation (Ashgabat, Turkmenistan): addressed the region’s most pressing climate risks and explored mechanisms for responding to them;
· 29 May 2025 – Fourth Consultation (Dushanbe, Tajikistan): focused on the integration of science into the RES 2026 agenda and the broader climate policy of the region.
The Fifth Consultation will also serve as a platform to present the outcomes of key regional climate dialogues held in Central Asia in 2025 to the international community:
· 4–5 April 2025 – Samarkand Climate Forum, Republic of Uzbekistan;
· 24–25 April 2025 – International Conference “Global Mountain Dialogue for Sustainable Development”, Kyrgyz Republic;
· 14–15 May 2025 – Central Asian Climate Change Conference, Turkmenistan;
· 30 May 2025 – Astana International Forum (AIF), Republic of Kazakhstan, where, for the first time, a dedicated session on climate finance mechanisms was held with the participation of Central Asian finance ministries;
· 30–31 May 2025 – International High-Level Conference on Glacier Preservation, Republic of Tajikistan.
The Fifth Consultation in Bonn, Germany, will allow the region to consolidate the outcomes of these dialogues and present them to the international community, thereby marking the beginning of the international phase of preparations for RES 2026. The session will demonstrate the joint efforts of Central Asian countries to develop a coherent political, scientific, and institutional package of solutions for the Summit.
Furthermore, the session will highlight the status of Central Asian countries’ implementation of their climate commitments, including participation in the Global Methane Pledge, Just Energy Transition, and preparations for the Third NDC cycle.
The session is organized by the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia (CAREC), and the Project Office for Central Asia on Climate Change and Green Energy of the Central Asia Climate Foundation.

Objective of the Event
To present the regional actions and progress of Central Asian countries in achieving their climate ambitions in the context of preparations for the Regional Environment Summit 2026, and to strengthen partnerships with international organizations in support of the region.

Key Tasks
· To inform the international community about the outcomes of major 2025 regional climate dialogues in Central Asia, including:
• The Samarkand Climate Forum (Republic of Uzbekistan);
• The International Conference “Global Mountain Dialogue for Sustainable Development” (Kyrgyz Republic);
• The Central Asian Climate Change Conference (Turkmenistan);
• The International High-Level Conference on Glacier Preservation (Republic of
Tajikistan);
• A series of Regional Consultations on the preparation for RES 2026 (Republic of Kazakhstan).
· To present national climate priorities and actions, including the implementation of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs);
· To discuss the climate finance needs of Central Asian countries and regional proposals in the context of shaping the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG), taking into account the implementation of the Baku–Belem Roadmap to mobilize $1.3 trillion by 2030, as a critical step toward achieving the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA) and scaling up mitigation efforts;
· To strengthen Central Asia’s engagement with global climate initiatives, including the Global Methane Initiative (GMI) under the UNFCCC;
· To articulate the key expectations of Central Asian countries for the 2026 Summit, including discussion of mechanisms for preparing and developing priority transnational initiatives from each country that will require coordination at the regional institutional and international partnership levels;
· To broaden the group of stakeholders participating in the consultation process for 2025–2026.

Expected Outcomes
· Strengthened dialogue between Central Asian countries and international partners, with a better understanding of the region’s needs;
· Increased awareness among the international community about the 2025 regional dialogues and the preparatory process for the 2026 Regional Climate Summit (RCS), as well as broader engagement in the 2025–2026 consultative process and the Summit itself;
· Assessment of potential funding sources for joint climate-related initiatives, along with the development of a possible architecture for a Regional Climate Mechanism for Central Asia;
· Formulation of proposals for integrating regional priorities into international climate initiatives, such as the Baku–Belem Roadmap to mobilize $1.3 trillion by 2030 — a key step toward achieving the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA) and scaling up mitigation efforts.

Participants of the Event (venue capacity – 185 people)
· National designated authorities on climate and finance from the countries of Central Asia, as well as from Azerbaijan, Brazil, Moldova, Canada, the Republic of Korea, and Japan;
· International partners and organizations: UNFCCC Secretariat, UNEP, UNESCO, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNDP, IEA, IRENA, OECD, GCF, GIZ, UNCCD, Global Methane Hub, Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC), Clean Air Task Force (CATF), the World Bank, ADB, EBRD, NDC Partnership, UN Climate Action, Mountain Partnership, Article 6 Partnership, Adaptation Fund, CIF, and others;
· Academic institutions, think tanks, and non-governmental organizations, including PIK, IWMI, the University of Fribourg, and the Stockholm Environment Institute.



























PROGRAM
14:30 – 14:55 | Registration

15:00 – 15:10 | Welcome Remarks
Speakers:
· Mr. Mansur Oshurbayev, Vice-Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources, Republic of Kazakhstan
· Representative of the UNFCCC Secretariat (tbc)
· Representative of the World Bank / ADB / EBRD / GCF / CIF / Adaptation Fund (to be confirmed)

15:10 – 16:05 | Panel Session: Outcomes of the 2025 Central Asian Regional Dialogues, Preparations for COP30 and the Regional Environmental Summit 2026 (RES 2026)
Moderator: Representative from the OECD or another international organization (to be confirmed)
Format: The moderator will sequentially pose questions to the speakers, in line with the overall discussion theme.
Discussion Questions:
· To the Central Asian countries:
1) Please share the outcomes of the 2025 regional climate dialogues in Central Asia:
– Samarkand Climate Forum (Republic of Uzbekistan)
– International Conference “Global Mountain Dialogue for Sustainable Development” (Kyrgyz Republic)
– Central Asian Climate Change Conference (Turkmenistan)
– High-Level International Conference on Glacier Preservation (Republic of Tajikistan)
– Series of Regional Consultations in preparation for RES 2026 (Republic of Kazakhstan)
· To the Central Asian countries: Please present your national climate priorities and actions under your NDCs, strategies for a just energy transition, engagement in the Global Methane Initiative, and indicate current financial needs.
· To the international partners (UNDP,World Bank, ADB, EBRD, GMH): What opportunities exist for increasing climate ambition in Central Asia through large-scale mobilization of financial resources, particularly in the context of implementing the Baku–Belem Roadmap to mobilize $1.3 trillion by 2030 as a milestone of the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG)? How can such financing be strategically directed toward achieving the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA), accelerating mitigation measures in the region, ensuring a just energy transition, and implementing the Global Methane Initiative?
· To all participants: What is your vision for advancing climate action on the path to COP30, RES 2026, and beyond?

Key Note Speakers:
· Ms. Saule Sabiyeva, Director of the Department of Climate Policy, Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, Republic of Kazakhstan
· Mr. Mukhtar Babayev, Representative of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Climate Issues (to be confirmed)
· Representative of the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change of Canada (to be confirmed)
· Representative of the Ministry of the Environment of Japan (to be confirmed)
· Representative of the Ministry of Natural Resources, Ecology, and Technical Supervision / Ministry of Economy and Commerce of the Kyrgyz Republic (to be confirmed)
· Representative of the Committee for Environmental Protection under the Government of Tajikistan / Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Tajikistan (to be confirmed)
· Representative of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Protection / Ministry of Finance and Economy of Turkmenistan (to be confirmed)
· Representative of the Ministry of Ecology, Environmental Protection, and Climate Change / Ministry of Economy and Finance of the Republic of Uzbekistan (to be confirmed)
Participants of the panel discussion:
· Ms. Dinara Azhigaliyeva, Deputy Head of the Project Office for Central Asia on Climate Change and Green Energy of the Central Asia Climate Foundation
· Representative of the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia
· Representative of the UNFCCC Secretariat (to be confirmed)
· Representative of the World Bank / ADB / EBRD (to be confirmed)

16:10 – 16:15 | Closing Remarks and Summary
· Speaker: Ms. Saule Sabiyeva, Director of the Department of Climate Policy, Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, Republic of Kazakhstan
· Alternative Speaker: Panel Session Moderator
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